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New guidelines on cascading use fail to meet expectations of
EU’s new Bioeconomy Strategy
Today’s publication of the non-binding guidelines on the cascading use of wood fails to live up to the
Commission’s own ambitions signalled in its recent Bioeconomy Strategy. CEPI has been a longtime proponent of this principle which allows for every wood fibre to be used on average 2.5 times,
instead of solely burning wood for bioenergy.
“The cascading use principle works automatically in a well-functioning market but unsustainable
subsidies distort wood markets” says Ulrich Leberle, Raw Materials Director of CEPI, the European
forest fibre and paper industry. “The new guidelines should be aligned with the new EU strategy to
make the bioeconomy more circular. They should also take into account any assessment of
Member States that encourages the application of these principles in their bioenergy support
schemes.”
The new guidelines ignore the firm call set out by the revision of the Renewable Energy Directive,
approved yesterday, to avoid raw material market distortions and neglect to provide clear
instructions on this in the new guidelines.
The guidance is clearly a missed opportunity for contributing to a circular bioeconomy that is built on
the efficient use of biomass and innovative solutions rather than on direct burning of wood for
bioenergy. The focus should now turn to ensuring that Member States respect the cascading use
principle in their national climate and energy plans and that future revision of these guidelines take
account of this principle.
Note to editor:
CEPI is the European association representing the forest fibre and paper industry across 18
countries. Renewable and recyclable in Europe, the industry is a pioneer in leading the charge of
Europe’s circular bioeconomy transition. Building on its renewable components, the industry
produces a wide range of innovative materials from wood that are spurring Europe’s bioeconomy
revolution while investing around 5.5 billion per year in new innovative processes and products.
For general enquiries please contact Ulrich Leberle, CEPI’s Raw Materials Director, at
u.leberle@cepi.org or by phone at (+32) 2 627 49 23.
For press-related enquiries please contact Ben Alexander Kennard, CEPI’s Communications
Manager, at b.kennard@cepi.org or by phone at (+32) 487 39 21 82.

www.cepi.org

